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Merchants Millpond is one of North Caro-

lina’s most beautiful state parks. This South-

ern Swamp Forest ecosystem of large Cy-

press trees draped with Spanish Moss, cre-

ates a spectacular landscape and a home 

for dozens of neo tropical migrants and 

wading birds, beavers, otters, and many 

other types of wildlife.  Travel back in time 

while exploring Dismal Swamp State Park. 

Once covering over 2,000 square miles, 

George Washington purchased Great Dis-

mal in hopes of harvesting the timber and 

converting the swamp into dry land for 

farming purposes. These attempts largely 

failed, and today the Great Dismal offers a 

fabulous destination for hiking, paddling 

and history.  This trip will base camp at 

Merchants Millpond State Park where bath-

house facilities are available for use. You 

will paddle-explore the millpond on Friday, 

and on Saturday spend the day hiking and 

paddling at Dismal Swamp State Park. 

Both destinations offer excellent opportuni-

ties for wildlife viewing, as well as new inter-

pretive centers for information and enjoy-

ment. This kayak adventure is suitable for 

beginners and advanced paddlers. All 

meals, transportation, guides, equipment 

and instruction are provided.   

Packing  List 
 ___ Bag lunch for Thursday 
 ___Towel    

 ___ soap 
 ___  1 pair long thin pants  

 ___  1 thin long sleeve shirt 
 ___  1 pair shorts 
 ___  2 tee shirts   

 ___  Hat 
 ___  Sandals or water shoes 

 ___  Camp shoes or light weight boots 
  ___  Light weight rain shell  
 ___  Tent with rain fly  

 ___  Sleeping bag with pad 
 ___  Sunscreen 

 ___  Insect repellant  
 ___  Flashlight 
 ___  Sunglasses with strap 

 ___  plate, bowl, spoon, fork, cup & knife 
 ___  Small folding chair 
 

Fees 
Members    $150 per person 

Non-members  $185 per person 
And Include: 

-All required gear & fees 
-Transportation 

-8 meals 
-Natural History Guides 

 

Guides are Coastal Kayak Level 3 certified,  
and skilled in First Aid and CPR.  

 
Depart PEC—May 19 at 8:00 am 

Return to PEC—May 22 at 4:30 pm 

Mail form to: 1220 Penny Road, High Point, 

NC 27265 or call 883-8531  

for more information. No refunds after May 12. 
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May 19-22, 2011 

Friends of  Piedmont  
Environmental Center 

Membership 
Support Environmental Education 
Programs  by becoming a member of 
Friends of PEC. As a member you will 
receive special discount rates on 
trips, activities and special events. 
Program calendar and brochures are 
mailed to you giving you a advanced 
notice of upcoming programs. 
 

Membership levels: 
Senior (62 or older) $20 
Individual   $25 
Family   $35 
Club    $50 
Leadership   $200 
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